
EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC / MD
Form N-CSR
March 06, 2013

UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20549

FORM N-CSR

Investment Company Act file number:  811-04632

The European Equity Fund, Inc.
 (Exact Name of Registrant as Specified in Charter)

345 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10154-0004

 (Address of Principal Executive Offices) (Zip Code)

Registrant’s Telephone Number, including Area Code: (212) 250-3220

Paul Schubert
60 Wall Street

New York, NY 10005
(Name and Address of Agent for Service)

Date of fiscal year end: 12/31

Date of reporting
period:

12/31/2012

ITEM 1. REPORT TO STOCKHOLDERS

SUMMARY OF GENERAL INFORMATION

THE FUND

The European Equity Fund, Inc. (the "Fund") is a diversified, actively-managed closed-end fund listed on the New
York Stock Exchange with the symbol "EEA." The Fund seeks long-term capital appreciation primarily through
investment in European equities. It is advised and administered by wholly-owned subsidiaries of the Deutsche Bank
Group.

SHAREHOLDER INFORMATION

Prices for the Fund's shares are published weekly in the New York Stock Exchange Composite Transactions section of
certain newspapers. Net asset value and market price information are published each Saturday in Barron's and other
newspapers in a table called "Closed End Funds." Daily information on the Fund's net asset value is available from
NASDAQ (symbol XEEAX). It is also available by calling: 1-800-437-6269 (in the U.S.) or 00-800-2287-2750
(outside of the U.S.). In addition, a schedule of the Fund's largest holdings, dividend data and general shareholder
information may be obtained by calling these numbers.
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The foregoing information is also available on our web site: www.dws-investments.com.

There are three closed-end funds investing in European equities advised and administered by wholly owned
subsidiaries of the Deutsche Bank Group:

•  The European Equity Fund, Inc.—investing primarily in equity or equity-linked securities of companies domiciled in
countries utilizing the euro currency (with normally at least 80% in securities of issuers in such countries).

•  The New Germany Fund, Inc.—investing primarily in equity or equity-linked securities of middle market German
companies with up to 20% in other Western European companies (with no more than 15% in any single country).

•  The Central Europe and Russia Fund, Inc.—investing primarily in equity or equity-linked securities of issuers
domiciled in Central Europe and Russia (with normally at least 80% in securities of issuers in such countries).

Please consult your broker for advice on any of the above or call 1-800-437-6269 (in the U.S.) or 00-800-2287-2750
(outside of the U.S.). for shareholder reports.

The European Equity Fund is diversified and primarily focuses its investments in equity securities of issuers
domiciled in European countries that utilize the euro currency, thereby increasing its vulnerability to developments in
that region.

Investing in foreign securities presents certain risks, such as currency fluctuations, political and economic changes,
and market risks. Any fund that concentrates in a particular segment of the market will generally be more volatile than
a fund that invests more broadly.

The European
Equity Fund, Inc.

Annual Report

December 31, 2012

The European
Equity Fund, Inc.

LETTER TO THE SHAREHOLDERS

Dear Shareholder,

For the 12 months ended December 31, 2012, the Fund's total return in U.S. dollars (USD) was 21.17% based on net
asset value and 23.44% based on market price. During the same period, the total return in USD of the Fund's
benchmark, the MSCI-EMU Index, was 21.17%.1

After falling dramatically in 2011 and in spite of ongoing poor economic news throughout most of 2012, European
equity markets experienced a significant surge in the past year, particularly in the second half of the year. The Fund's
overall defensive positioning allowed it to outperform the market significantly in the first half while markets were
weak, but caused it to give back some of that outperformance in the second half as markets strengthened. For the full
year, the Fund matched the performance of its benchmark with a 21.17% annual return in the reporting period based
on net asset value. The substantial rally was a result of many factors, but was most significantly due to the
expansionary money supply and liquidity supplied by central banks globally to prevent an economic depression. The
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fourth quarter was particularly positive for European equities as investors' appetites for riskier assets increased, with
improved sentiment attributable in part to a recovery of leading indicators in China and Germany, more robust U.S.
economic data, and a new rescue package for Greece.

In China, where growth expectations had been falling during most of 2012, two data points released in the fourth
quarter triggered more positive investor sentiment for that market. The Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) rose more
than expected and retail sales growth improved in November, the strongest growth since March.2 In Germany, the
monthly Ifo Business Climate Index, which had been steadily falling since April, saw its low point in October and
continued improving through the end of the year.3 In the U.S., the unemployment rate dropped to a four-year low of
7.7% and industrial production gained more than expected in November, driven by a strong surge in motor vehicle
output. Additionally, the U.S. trade deficit fell to its lowest level since December 2010, given exceptionally strong
exports. A string of improved news from Greece took this past hot spot momentarily out of investors' focus. The
Greek Troika, a tripartite committee of the European Commission with European central banks and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), gave a positive assessment for Greece in November; IMF agreed on a new rescue deal; and the
Greek government was able to repurchase EUR 31.9 Bn of its debt for 33.8% of its face value.4,5

In 2012, the Fund benefited from its "Stability Strategy," initially implemented in the third quarter of 2011, which
positioned the Fund defensively and provided significant protection in periods where markets were falling. Under this
strategy, portfolio management considers three factors in picking stocks — quality, value and momentum — and focuses
on low-volatility, high-quality European equities paying higher-than-average dividends, targeting a typical fund beta
below that of the market.6 The strategy caused the Fund to outperform significantly in the first half of the year, while
in the second half, as riskier assets came more into favor, the Fund gave up part of its accumulated outperformance in
spite of adjustments made by Portfolio Management in the third quarter to mitigate this effect. The focus on
high-quality stocks, while already reduced, detracted from performance in the final quarter. Towards the end of the
year, we observed a significant low-quality, low-value move with a strong momentum reversal. Additionally, we saw
a shift within the "value" sector. It now makes sense to buy cheap cyclical stocks with leverage to a recovery.

While the Fund employs a strict stock-picking strategy, country and sector weights are actively monitored. Germany —
the Fund's largest active overweight position, totaling close to 40% of the Fund's net asset value — and Norway
contributed most positively to the Fund's full-year return.7 On a relative basis, performance detractors included the
Fund's underweight in Belgium (no positions held) and the Netherlands.

From a sector perspective, the Fund's underweight in the energy sector and overweight in health care provided the
largest positive contribution to return relative to its benchmark, while underweights in financials and materials
detracted from performance. Financials, which saw the largest weighting increase from the prior year-end, provided
the best absolute returns, but the sector remained underrepresented in the Fund for most of the year. The biggest sector
increases also included additions to the information technology and

For additional information about the Fund including performance, dividends, presentations, press releases, market
updates, daily NAV and shareholder reports, please visit www.dws-investments.com
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LETTER TO THE SHAREHOLDERS (continued)
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materials sectors. The biggest reductions from the prior year took place in consumer staples, telecommunication
services and energy.8

The Fund's discount to net asset value averaged 10.03% for the full-year 2012, compared with 9.05% for the same
period a year earlier. For the three months ended December 31, 2012, the discount was 10.21%, compared with 9.15%
for the same quarter a year earlier.

Economic and Market Overview

Although equity markets performed very well in 2012, we still deem current valuation levels as attractive. This view
is not only based on the relative attractiveness of equities in the current low-interest rate environment, but in looking
at historical valuation levels, we believe that equities have further potential. We still see the macroeconomic picture in
Europe as challenging, but the negative surprise potential seems limited. With a further improvement of the Chinese
economy, stable growth in the U.S. and a European economy that is no longer deteriorating, we believe European
equities' risk-reward potential looks compelling.

Given the chance of a cyclical recovery, we have reduced our typically strong quality tilt. Going forward into 2013,
we currently expect to seek to increasingly differentiate between companies delivering true long-term structural
growth vs. those just benefitting from shorter-term cyclical growth, which is not sustainable.

Crucially, we would expect this year to become more volatile as it progresses and believe the Fund will continue to be
well served with the more conservative "stability" investment strategy.

On January 28, 2013, pursuant to the Discount Management Program (announced in January 2012), the Fund
announced that the next measurement period will commence on March 25, 2013 and expire on June 14, 2013. The
Fund will conduct a tender offer if its shares trade at an average discount to NAV of more than 10% during the
applicable twelve-week measurement period.

Sincerely,

Christian
Strenger
Chairman

Rainer
Vermehren
Lead
Portfolio
Manager

W. Douglas Beck
President and Chief
Executive Officer

The views expressed in the preceding discussion reflect those of the portfolio management team only through the end
of the period of the report as stated on the cover. The management team's views are subject to change at any time
based on market and other conditions and should not be construed as recommendations. Past performance is no
guarantee of future results. Current and future portfolio holdings are subject to risk.

1  The MSCI-EMU Index is an unmanaged capitalization-weighted index that comprises approximately 300 stocks of
companies domiciled in the countries utilizing the euro currency. MSCI indices are calculated using closing local
market prices and translate into U.S. dollars using the London close foreign exchange rates. Index returns assume
reinvested dividends and do not reflect any fees or expenses. It is not possible to invest directly in an index.

2  Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) — Maintained by the Institute for Supply Management (ISM), it is a composite of
information extracted from the responses of surveys from more than 400 purchasing managers selected for their
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geographic and industry diversification. The survey measures

response to topics such as production levels, new orders from customers, supplier deliveries, inventories and
employment levels. Index returns do not reflect fees or expenses and it is not possible to invest directly into an index.

3  The Ifo Business Climate Index is a monthly survey that measures the business climate in Germany.

4  The Eurozone refers to a currency union among the European Union member states that have adopted the euro as
their sole currency.

5  The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an organization of 188 countries, working to foster global monetary
cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote high employment and sustainable
economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world.

6  Beta measures a security's sensitivity to the movements of the Fund's benchmark or the market as a whole. A beta
of greater than one indicates more volatility than the benchmark or market, while a beta of less than one indicates less
volatility.

7  "Overweight" means the Fund holds a higher weighting in a given sector or security than the benchmark.
"Underweight" means the Fund holds a lower weighting.

8  Consumer staples are the industries that manufacture and sell products such as food and beverages, prescription
drugs, and household products.

For additional information about the Fund including performance, dividends, presentations, press releases, market
updates, daily NAV and shareholder reports, please visit www.dws-investments.com
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PERFORMANCE SUMMARY AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2012

All performance shown is historical, assumes reinvestment of all dividend and capital gain distributions, and does not
guarantee future results. Investment return and principal value fluctuate with changing market conditions so that,
when sold, shares may be worth more or less than their original cost. Current performance may be lower or higher
than the performance data quoted. Please visit www.dws-investments.com for the Fund's most recent performance.

TOTAL RETURNS:

For the years ended December 31,
2012 2011 2010 2009 2008

Net Asset
Value(a) 21.17% (17.52)% 1.99% 33.76% (50.68)%

23.44% (21.56)% 8.32% 36.84% (53.96)%
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Market
Value(a)
Benchmark(b) 21.17% (17.64)% (4.25)% 31.41% (47.57)%

(a)  Total return based on net asset value reflects changes in the Fund's net asset value during each period. Total return
based on market value reflects changes in market value during each period. Each figure includes reinvestments of
dividend and capital gain distributions, if any. These figures will differ depending upon the level of any discount from
or premium to net asset value at which the Fund's shares trade during the period.
(b)  The MSCI-EMU Index is an unmanaged, capitalization-weighted index that is comprised of approximately 300
stocks of companies domiciled in the countries utilizing euro currency. MSCI indices are calculated using closing
local market prices and translate into U.S. dollars using the London close foreign exchange rates.

Index returns assume reinvestment of dividends and, unlike Fund returns, do not reflect any fees or expenses and it is
not possible to invest directly in an index.

Investments in funds involve risks, including the loss of principal.

This Fund is diversified and primarily focuses its investments in equity securities of issuers domiciled in European
countries that utilize the euro currency, thereby increasing its vulnerability to developments in that region. Investing in
foreign securities presents certain risks, such as currency fluctuations, political and economic changes, and market
risks. Any fund that concentrates in a particular segment of the market will generally be more volatile than a fund that
invests more broadly.

The shares of most closed-end funds, including the Fund, are not continuously offered. Once issued, shares of
closed-end funds are bought and sold in the open market through a stock exchange. Shares of closed-end funds
frequently trade at a discount to net asset value. The price of the Fund's shares is determined by a number of factors,
several of which are beyond the control of the Fund. Therefore, the Fund cannot predict whether its shares will trade
at, below, or above net asset value.

The Fund has elected to be subject to the statutory calculation, notification and publication requirements of the
German Investment Tax Act (Investmentsteuergesetz) (the "Act") for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2012 and
intends to elect to be subject to the Act for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2013. This election allows investors
based in Germany to invest in the Fund without adverse tax consequences.

3

FUND FACTS AND DIVIDEND AND CAP GAIN DISTRIBUTIONS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2012

FUND FACTS:

Net Assets $77,511,304
Shares Outstanding 9,894,365
Net Asset Value (NAV) Per Share $ 7.83
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OTHER INFORMATION:

NYSE Ticker Symbol EEA
NASDAQ Symbol XEEAX
Dividend Reinvestment
Plan Yes
Voluntary Cash
Purchase Program Yes
Annual Expense Ratio
(12/31/12) 1.79%

Fund statistics and expense ratio are subject to change. Distributions are historical, will fluctuate and are not
guaranteed.

DIVIDEND AND CAPITAL GAIN DISTRIBUTIONS:*

Record
Date

Payable
Date

Ordinary
Income

ST Capital
Gain

LT Capital
Gain

Total
Distribution

12/31/12 01/28/13** $ 0.1520 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.1520
05/21/12 06/22/12 $ 0.1350 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.1350
05/19/11 05/31/11 $ 0.0080 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0080
12/31/10 01/28/11** $ 0.0450 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0450
04/30/10 05/10/10 $ 0.0103 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0103
12/31/09 01/28/10** $ 0.0996 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0996
05/11/09 06/05/09 $ 0.2340 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.2340
05/06/08 05/15/08 $ 0.0000 $ 0.1235 $ 0.4030 $ 0.5265
12/21/07 12/31/07 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 1.0000 $ 1.0000
05/03/07 05/15/07 $ 0.2500 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.2500
12/21/06 12/28/06 $ 0.2900 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.2900
05/05/06 05/15/06 $ 0.0900 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0900
12/22/05 12/30/05 $ 0.0600 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0600
12/22/04 12/31/04 $ 0.0250 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0250
05/06/04 05/14/04 $ 0.0390 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0390
11/19/02 11/29/02 $ 0.0100 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0100
11/19/01 11/29/01 $ 0.0600 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0600
09/03/01 09/17/01 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0000 $ 0.0200 $ 0.0200

  *  This Fund posts estimated capital gain information to its web site: www.dws-investments.com.
  **  Although this distribution was payable in January, it may have been taxable in the prior year.

4
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SECTOR DIVERSIFICATION AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2012 (As a % of Equity Securities)

10 LARGEST EQUITY HOLDINGS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2012 (30.6%, as a % of Net Assets)

1. Banco Santander (Spain) 3.5%
2. Allianz (Germany) 3.4%
3. Alstom (France) 3.1%
4. Bayer (Germany) 3.1%
5. Fresenius SE & Co. (Germany) 3.0%
6. SES (Luxembourg) 3.0%
7. Beiersdorf (Germany) 2.9%
8. Volkswagen (Germany) 2.9%
9. SAP (Germany) 2.9%
10. Sanofi (France) 2.8%
Portfolio by Market Sector and 10 Largest Equity Holdings are subject to change and not indicative of future portfolio
composition.

For more complete details about the Fund's Schedule of Investments, see page 13.

Following the Fund's fiscal first and third quarter-ends, a complete portfolio holdings listing is filed with the SEC on
Form N-Q. The form is available on the SEC's web site at www.sec.gov, and it may also be reviewed and copied at
the SEC's Public Reference Room in Washington, D.C. Information on the operation of the SEC's Public Reference
Room may be obtained by calling (800) SEC-0330. A complete list of the Fund's portfolio holdings and the Fund's
sector breakdown compared to that of its benchmark as of the month end is posted on www.dws-investments.com on
or after the last day of the following month. More frequent posting of portfolio holdings information may be made
from time to time on www.dws-investments.com.

5

INTERVIEW WITH PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT TEAM — RAINER VERMEHREN AND

GERD KIRSTEN

Question: What chances do you see for a European recovery in 2013?

Answer: Based strictly on GDP forecasts, we expect that the impact of fiscal tightening on Eurozone countries will be
less severe in 2013 than it was in 2012.1,2 Germany, specifically, saw GDP growth of 0.5% in 2012, and our current
expectations are for a repeat of this growth at a minimum. In 2012 we saw the European equity market perform much
better than what the periodic economic news releases would imply, indicating that the first few confident investors
were returning to the European market. We see the market in 2013 going through several stages, carried by a broader
investor base. Currently there is a growing recognition among investors that the tide has turned — for equities in general
and for Europe in particular — suggesting a capitulation by the Eurozone critics. The recent strengthening of the euro is
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the first sign of this, as is the evidence that the movement of funds into euro safe havens has peaked (Norway and
Denmark, traditionally defensive markets, are seeing outflows). Traditionally, following an initial run-up, there has
been a period where the market "treads water" as selling by old money is absorbed by new and market rotation takes
place. Already, the shift away from low-risk, high-quality stocks has accelerated in all market segments, with the
partial exception of the commodity-sensitive stocks. Finally, a correction would be expected to follow, but the new
volatility regime implies that the correction should be neither severe nor prolonged.

Question: What stage of the "Economic Style Cycle" are equity markets currently in?

Answer: The Economic Style Cycle comprises four stages, each defined by a certain phase of economic growth: 1.
boom, 2. slowdown, 3. recession and 4. recovery. In the boom stage, growth is rising and accelerating; in a slowdown,
it is rising and decelerating; in a recession, it is falling and decelerating, and in a recovery, growth may still be
negative, but improving. Correctly identifying what stage the economy is going through will be a determining factor
in deciding what to own in the portfolio. We believe the Eurozone market is moving from a recessionary into a
recovery phase. Given this assessment that the market is entering a period of recovery, we want to overweight more

attractively priced stocks with rising momentum and we would move down the quality and market cap scales.3

Question: Which sectors offer the most promise?

Answer: Our strongest sector overweights include consumer discretionary and health care, funded mostly by
underweights in consumer staples and utilities.4,5 We recently increased our consumer discretionary sector
overweight by adding three new names: Adidas, Bayerische Motoren Werke (BMW) and Vivendi. Adidas benefits
from reaccelerating Asian consumption and a gross margin that is improving due to pricing on the strength of the
brand. BMW is once again outperforming most of its competitors with an especially strong showing in China, and the
stock boasts a high and stable dividend that is supported by a large cash pile and an impressive ability of cash
generation. Vivendi offers a turnaround story. Its corporate restructuring is accelerating and we expect that
divestitures will unlock its conglomerate discount. Negative trends in its media business are starting to turn. The stock
scores highly based on value criteria. Our overweight in the health care sector is characterized by a preference for
device and services companies that display defensive characteristics and an avoidance of pharmaceuticals that are
plagued by regulatory and pricing issues.

1  Gross domestic product (GDP) is the monetary value of goods and services produced within a country's borders in a
specific time frame.
2  The Eurozone refers to a currency union among the European Union member states that have adopted the euro as
their sole currency.
3  "Overweight" means the Fund holds a higher weighting in a given sector or security than the benchmark.
"Underweight" means the Fund holds a lower weighting.
4  The consumer discretionary sector represents industries that produce goods and services that are not necessities in
everyday life.
5  Consumer staples are the industries that manufacture and sell products such as food and beverages, prescription
drugs, and household products.

6
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DIRECTORS OF THE FUND

Name,
Address,

Age*

Term
of

Office
and

Length
of

Time
Served†

Principal Occupation(s)
During Past Five Years

Other Directorships
Held by Director

Dr.
Wilhelm
Bender,
68(1)

Class I
Since
2013

Senior Advisor of Advent International
GmbH (private equity) (since 2009), of
Norton Rose LLP (legal services) (since
2010) and of Leonardo & Co. GmbH
(financial advisory) (since 2012), and
Chairman of the Supervisory Boards of
Bombardier Transportation GmbH
(railways) (since 2010) and Eintracht
Frankfurt Fußball AG (soccer club) (since
2010), and a member of Supervisory
Boards of MTU AG (aircraft engines)
(since 2008) and Lufthansa Cargo AG (air
freight) (since 2008). He is also a member
of the Advisory Boards of Deutsche Bank
AG (since 1993) and IVG AG (since
2007) and holds a number of honorary
positions including Honorary Professor of
the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University
in Frankfurt (since 2008). He is the former
Chairman of the Executive Board (CEO)
of Fraport AG, Germany (aviation
industry) (1993-2009).

Director, The Central Europe
and Russia Fund, Inc. (since
2013) and The New Germany
Fund, Inc. (since 2013).
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DIRECTORS OF THE FUND (continued)

Name,
Address,

Age*

Term
of

Office
and

Length
of

Principal Occupation(s)
During Past Five Years

Other Directorships
Held by Director
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Time
Served†

Detlef
Bierbaum,
70(1)

Class I
Since
1986

Consultant (since 2010). He is also Vice
Chairman of the Supervisory Board of
Oppenheim KAG GmbH (asset
management) and a member of the
Supervisory Board of Deutsche Bank
Österreich AG (private bank) for more
than five years. Mr. Bierbaum also
serves as a member of the Board or
Supervisory Board of a number of
non-U.S. investment companies and of
companies in diverse businesses
including insurance, reinsurance, real
estate, and retailing. He is a former
member of the Supervisory Board of Sal.
Oppenheim Jr. & Cie. KGaA (private
bank) (2008 to March 2010) and was
formerly a partner of that firm. He is also
a former member of the Supervisory
Board of DWS Investment GmbH (asset
management) (2005-2008).

Director, The Central Europe
and Russia Fund, Inc. (since
1990) and The New
Germany Fund, Inc. (since
2008).

Ambassador
Richard R.
Burt, 65(1)

Class II
Since
2000

Managing Director, McLarty Associates
(international strategic advisory) (since
2007). Formerly, Chairman, Diligence,
Inc. (international information and risk
management firm) (2002-2007);
Chairman of the Board, Weirton Steel
Corp. (1996-2004); Partner, McKinsey &
Company (consulting firm) (1991-1994);
State Department, Chief Negotiator in
charge of negotiating the Arms Treaty
with Russia (1989-1991); U.S.
Ambassador to the Federal Republic of
Germany (1985-1989). Mr. Burt is also
Director, IGT, Inc. (gaming technology)
(since 1995), and HCL Technologies,
Inc. (information technology and product
engineering) (since 1999) and member,
Textron Inc. International Advisory
Council (aviation, automotive, industrial
operations and finance) (since 1996).

Director, The Central Europe
and Russia Fund, Inc. (since
2000) and The New
Germany Fund, Inc. (since
2004). Director, UBS family
of mutual funds (since 1995).
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DIRECTORS OF THE FUND (continued)

Name,
Address,

Age*

Term
of

Office
and

Length
of

Time
Served†

Principal Occupation(s)
During Past Five Years

Other Directorships
Held by Director

Richard
Karl
Goeltz,
70(1)

Class
III
Since
2008

Retired. Formerly, Vice Chairman and
Chief Financial Officer of American
Express Co. (financial services)
(1996-2000) and previously served as chief
financial officer of two other major
multi-national corporations. Mr Goeltz is a
member of the Council and Court of
Governors of the London School of
Economics and Political Science, and
Trustee of the American Academy in
Berlin.

Director, The Central Europe
and Russia Fund, Inc. (since
2008) and The New
Germany Fund, Inc. (since
1990). Independent
Non-Executive Director of
Aviva plc (financial services)
and The Warnaco Group Inc.
(apparel). Formerly director
of Federal Home Loan
Mortgage Corporation and
Delta Air Lines, Inc. (air
transport).

Dr. Franz
Wilhelm
Hopp,
70(1)

Class
III
Since
2008

Partner of Laplace Finanzconsulting GmbH
(asset management). Member of the
Supervisory Board WAVE AG (asset
management). Former member of the
Board of Management of KarstadtQuelle
Pension Trust e.V. (February
2007-September 2009).

Director, The Central Europe
and Russia Fund, Inc. (since
2008) and The New
Germany Fund, Inc. (since
1993).

Dr.
Friedbert
H. Malt,
71(1)

Class II
Since
2007

Retired. Formerly, Vice Chairman and
Member of the Executive Committee of
NOL Neptune Orient Lines Ltd., Singapore
("NOL") from 2002 to 2011 and Director
of NOL from 2000 to 2011. He currently is
also a Director of TÜV Rheinland of North
America, Inc., a company offering
independent testing and assessment
services. Formerly, Dr. Malt was a Member
of the Executive Board of DG Bank (now
DZ Bank), Frankfurt (until 2001).

Director, The Central Europe
and Russia Fund, Inc. (since
2007) and The New
Germany Fund, Inc. (since
2007).
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DIRECTORS OF THE FUND (continued)

Name,
Address,

Age*

Term
of

Office
and

Length
of

Time
Served†

Principal Occupation(s)
During Past Five Years

Other Directorships
Held by Director

Christian H.
Strenger,
69(1)(2)

Class
III
Since
1986

Member of Supervisory Board (since
1999) and formerly Managing Director
(1991-1999) of DWS Investment GmbH
(investment management), a subsidiary
of Deutsche Bank AG. Mr. Strenger is
also Member, Supervisory Board,
Evonik Industries AG (chemical, utility
and property business), Fraport AG
(international airport business), Hermes
Equity Ownership Services Ltd.
(governance advisory) and TUI AG
(travel business). He also is a member of
the German Government's Commission
on Corporate Governance and other
corporate governance organizations, and
serves as Director of the Center for
Corporate Governance at the Leipzig
Graduate School of Management.

Director and Chairman, The
Central Europe and Russia
Fund, Inc. (since 1990) and
The New Germany Fund,
Inc. (since 1990).

Robert H.
Wadsworth,
72(1)(3)

Class I
Since
1986

President, Robert H. Wadsworth
Associates, Inc. (consulting firm) (1983-
present).

Director, The Central Europe
and Russia Fund, Inc. (since
1990) and The New
Germany Fund, Inc. (since
1992), as well as other DWS
funds.
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DIRECTORS OF THE FUND (continued)

Name,
Address,

Age*

Term
of

Office

Principal Occupation(s)
During Past Five Years

Other Directorships
Held by Director
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and
Length

of
Time

Served†
Joachim
Wagner,
65(1)

Class II
Since
2009

Retired. Formerly, Chief Financial
Officer, RAG Beteiligungs AG/Evonik
Industries AG, Germany (mining holding
company) (2006-2009) and Chief
Financial Officer, Degussa AG, Germany
(chemical manufacturer) (2001-2006). Mr.
Wagner is also a member of the advisory
board of a private German bank.

Director, The Central Europe
and Russia Fund, Inc. (since
2012) and The New Germany
Fund, Inc. (since 2009).

(1)  Indicates that the Director also serves as a Director of The Central Europe and Russia Fund, Inc. and The New
Germany Fund, Inc., two other closed-end registered investment companies for which Deutsche Investment
Management Americas Inc. acts as Administrator and Deutsche Asset Management International GmbH acts as
Investment Adviser. Dr. Bender's directorships begin as of January 1, 2013.
(2)  Indicates "interested" Director, as defined in the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended (the "1940 Act").
Mr. Strenger is an "interested" Director because of his affiliation with DWS-Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Werpapiersparen mbH ("DWS"), an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of Deutsche Bank AG, and because of this
ownership of Deutsche Bank AG shares.
(3)  Indicates that Mr. Wadsworth also serves as Director/Trustee of the DWS Investments' open-end and closed-end
investment companies. These Funds are advised by Deutsche Investment Management Americas Inc., an indirect
wholly-owned subsidiary of Deutsche Bank AG.
*  The address of each Director is c/o Deutsche Investment Management Americas Inc., 345 Park Avenue, NYC
20-2799, New York, NY 10154.
†  The term of office for Directors in Class I expires at the 2015 Annual Meeting, Class II expires at the 2013 Annual
Meeting and Class III expires at the 2014 Annual Meeting.
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OFFICERS OF THE FUND*

Name, Age Principal Occupations During Past Five Years
W. Douglas
Beck,
CFA(1,2), 45
President and
Chief
Executive
Officer

Managing Director(3), Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management (since
2006); President of DWS family of funds and Head of Product
Management, US for DWS Investments. Formerly, Executive Director,
Head of Product Management (2002-2006) and President (2005-2006) of
the UBS Funds at UBS Global Asset Management; Co-Head of Manager
Research/Managed Solutions Group, Merrill Lynch (1998-2002).

Paul H.
Schubert(2,4),

Managing Director(3), Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management (since
2004). Formerly, Executive Director, Head of Mutual Fund Services and
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49
Chief
Financial
Officer and
Treasurer

Treasurer for UBS Family of Funds at UBS Global Asset Management
(1998-2004).

Rainer
Vermehren(5,6),
44
Vice President

Director(3), DWS Investment GmbH (since 2007). Fund Manager, DWS
Investment GmbH (since 1997).

Melinda
Morrow(2,7),
42
Vice President

Director(3), Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management.

John
Millette(8,9),
50
Secretary

Director(3), Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management (since 2002).

Caroline
Pearson(9,10),
50
Chief Legal
Officer

Managing Director(3), Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management. Formerly,
Assistant Secretary for DWS family of funds (1997-2010).

Alexis
Kuchinsky(2,11),
36
Chief
Compliance
Officer

Vice President, Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management (since 2002); Head
of Compliance Program Oversight of Deutsche Asset & Wealth
Management.

John
Caruso(2,5),
47
Anti-Money
Laundering
Compliance
Officer

Managing Director(3), Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management.

Each also serves as an Officer of The Central Europe and Russia Fund, Inc. and The New Germany Fund, Inc., two
other closed-end registered investment companies for which Deutsche Investment Management Americas Inc. acts as
Administrator.

*  As a result of their respective positions held with the Administrator, these individuals are considered "interested
persons" of the Administrator within the meaning of the 1940 Act. Interested persons receive no compensation
directly from the Fund.
(1)  Since May 19, 2011.
(2)  Address: 60 Wall Street, New York, New York 10005.
(3)  Executive title, not a board directorship.
(4)  Since November 5, 2004.
(5)  Since February 1, 2010.
(6)  Address: Mainzer Landstraße 178-190, Frankfurt am Main, Germany.
(7)  Since April 27, 2012.

Edgar Filing: EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC / MD - Form N-CSR

15



(8)  Since January 1, 2011. Served as Assistant Secretary from July 14, 2006 to December 31, 2010 and as Secretary
to the Fund from January 30, 2006 to July 13, 2006.
(9)  Address: One Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108.
(10)  Since May 21, 2012.
(11)  Since August 24, 2009.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS — DECEMBER 31, 2012

Shares Description Value(a)
INVESTMENTS
IN
GERMANY –
38.2%

COMMON STOCKS – 32.2%
AIRLINES – 2.2%

90,000 Deutsche Lufthansa $ 1,689,918
AUTO COMPONENTS – 1.3%

9,000 Continental 1,039,465
CHEMICALS – 2.4%

20,000 BASF 1,876,368
HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS &
SERVICES – 3.0%

20,000 Fresenius SE & Co. 2,297,001
INDUSTRIAL
CONGLOMERATES – 1.4%

10,000 Siemens 1,083,889
INSURANCE – 3.4%

19,000 Allianz 2,625,596
INTERNET SOFTWARE &
SERVICES – 0.6%

21,727 United Internet 467,269
MEDIA – 2.2%

40,000 Axel Springer 1,702,840
METALS & MINING – 2.6%

28,000 Aurubis 1,987,816
PERSONAL PRODUCTS – 2.9%

28,000 Beiersdorf 2,284,659
PHARMACEUTICALS – 3.1%

25,000 Bayer 2,369,854
SOFTWARE – 4.1%

45,000 PSI 914,087

Edgar Filing: EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC / MD - Form N-CSR

16



28,000 SAP 2,240,723
3,154,810

SPECIALTY RETAIL – 2.0%
16,000 Fielmann 1,540,125

TEXTILES, APPAREL &
LUXURY GOODS – 1.0%

9,000 Adidas 799,032
Total Common Stocks
(cost $21,431,499) 24,918,642

Shares Description Value(a)
PREFERRED STOCKS – 6.0%
AUTOMOBILES – 5.1%

26,000
Bayerische Motoren Werke
(cost $1,569,843) $ 1,671,497

10,000
Volkswagen
(cost $951,062) 2,269,970

3,941,467
HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS – 0.9%

9,000
Henkel & Co.
(cost $341,121) 738,152
Total Preferred Stocks
(cost $2,862,026) 4,679,619
Total Investments in Germany
(cost $24,293,525) 29,598,261

INVESTMENTS
IN FRANCE –
20.2%

BUILDING PRODUCTS – 1.5%
28,000 Cie de St-Gobain 1,189,588

COMMERCIAL SERVICES &
SUPPLIES – 2.3%

15,000 Societe BIC 1,786,439
DIVERSIFIED
TELECOMMUNICATION
SERVICES – 2.3%

80,000 Vivendi 1,788,022
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT – 3.1%

60,000 Alstom 2,384,161
HEALTH CARE EQUIPMENT &
SUPPLIES – 1.9%

15,000 Essilor International 1,503,599
INSURANCE – 2.7%

120,000 AXA 2,112,397
IT SERVICES – 1.9%

21,000 AtoS 1,463,725
PHARMACEUTICALS – 2.8%

23,000 Sanofi 2,165,102
TEXTILES, APPAREL &
LUXURY GOODS – 1.7%

7,000
LVMH Moet Hennessy
Louis Vuitton 1,281,152
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Total Investments in France
(cost $13,543,985) 15,674,185

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS — DECEMBER 31, 2012 (continued)

Shares Description Value(a)
INVESTMENTS
IN SPAIN –
9.4%

COMMERCIAL BANKS – 3.6%
342,000 Banco Santander $ 2,750,863

DIVERSIFIED
TELECOMMUNICATION
SERVICES – 1.7%

100,000 Telefonica 1,343,653
INSURANCE – 2.1%

540,000 Mapfre 1,648,382
OIL, GAS & CONSUMABLE
FUELS – 2.0%

76,000 Repsol YPF 1,536,776
Total Investments in Spain
(cost $6,754,203) 7,279,674

INVESTMENTS
IN
NETHERLANDS
– 7.4%

CHEMICALS – 1.4%
18,000 Koninklijke DSM 1,086,816

COMPUTERS &
PERIPHERALS – 1.0%

9,000 Gemalto 806,983
DIVERSIFIED FINANCIAL
SERVICES – 1.5%

120,000 ING Groep* 1,117,276
FOOD PRODUCTS – 2.4%

22,000 Nutreco 1,859,490
SEMICONDUCTORS &
SEMICONDUCTOR
EQUIPMENT – 1.1%

13,090 ASML Holding 828,503
Total Investments in Netherlands 5,699,068
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(cost $5,048,357)
INVESTMENTS
IN
UNITED
KINGDOM –
5.1%

HEALTH CARE EQUIPMENT &
SUPPLIES – 2.3%

160,000 Smith & Nephew 1,765,939
MULTI-UTILITIES – 1.0%

140,000 Centrica 758,613
Shares Description Value(a)

WIRELESS
TELECOMMUNICATION
SERVICES – 1.8%

580,000 Vodafone Group $ 1,455,064
Total Investments in United
Kingdom
(cost $3,892,533) 3,979,616

INVESTMENTS
IN ITALY –
4.9%

COMMERCIAL BANKS – 3.0%
1,000,000 Intesa Sanpaolo 1,714,180

130,000 UniCredit* 635,275
2,349,455

OIL, GAS & CONSUMABLE
FUELS – 1.9%

60,000 Eni 1,450,988
Total Investments in Italy
(cost $3,541,721) 3,800,443

INVESTMENTS
IN
NORWAY –
4.5%

CHEMICALS – 1.5%
23,000 Yara International 1,130,775

ENERGY EQUIPMENT &
SERVICES – 3.0%

24,000 Fred Olsen Energy 1,042,035
40,000 TGS Nopec Geophysical 1,303,622

2,345,657
Total Investments in Norway
(cost $2,888,068) 3,476,432

INVESTMENTS
IN
LUXEMBOURG
– 3.0%

MEDIA – 3.0%
80,000 SES 2,289,617

Total Investments in Luxembourg 2,289,617
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(cost $2,097,894)
INVESTMENTS
IN FINLAND
– 2.3%

INSURANCE – 2.3%
56,000 Sampo 1,797,305

Total Investments in Finland
(cost $1,417,010) 1,797,305

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS — DECEMBER 31, 2012 (continued)

Shares Description Value(a)
INVESTMENTS
IN AUSTRIA –
2.2%

COMMERCIAL BANKS – 0.7%
13,000 Raiffeisen Bank International $ 539,195

MACHINERY – 1.5%
18,000 Andritz 1,152,087

Total Investments in Austria
(cost $1,323,408) 1,691,282

INVESTMENTS
IN
SWITZERLAND
– 1.3%

CHEMICALS – 1.3%
2,500 Syngenta 1,001,311

Total Investments in Switzerland
(cost $834,335) 1,001,311

INVESTMENTS
IN DENMARK –
1.1%

CONSTRUCTION &
ENGINEERING – 1.1%

15,000 FLSmidth & Co. 867,322
Total Investments in Denmark
(cost $1,140,720) 867,322
Total Investments in Common and
Preferred Stocks – 99.6%
(cost $66,775,759) 77,154,516

Edgar Filing: EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC / MD - Form N-CSR

20



CASH
EQUIVALENTS –
1.6%

1,255,571

Central Cash Management
Fund, 0.15%
(cost $1,255,571)(b) 1,255,571
Total Investments – 101.2%
(cost $68,031,330)** 78,410,087
Other Assets and Liabilities,
Net – (1.2%) (898,783)
NET ASSETS – 100.0% $77,511,304

*  Non-income producing security.
**  The cost for federal income tax purposes was $68,031,333. At December 31, 2012, net unrealized appreciation for
all securities based on tax cost was $10,378,754. This consisted of aggregate gross unrealized appreciation for all
securities in which there was an excess of value over tax cost of $12,598,711 and aggregate gross unrealized
depreciation for all securities in which there was an excess of tax cost over value of $2,219,957.
(a)  Value stated in U.S. dollars.
(b)  Affiliated fund managed by Deutsche Investment Management Americas Inc. The rate shown is the annualized
seven-day yield at period end.
For purposes of its industry concentration policy, the Fund classifies issuers of portfolio securities at thte industry
sub-group level. Certain of the categories in the above Schedule of Investments consist of multiple industry
sub-groups or industries.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS — DECEMBER 31, 2012 (continued)

Fair Value Measurements
Various inputs are used in determining the value of the Fund's investments. These inputs are summarized in three
broad levels. Level 1 includes quoted prices in active markets for identical securities. Level 2 includes other
significant observable inputs (including quoted prices for similar securities, interest rates, prepayment speeds and
credit risk). Level 3 includes significant unobservable inputs (including the Fund's own assumptions in determining
the fair value of investments). The inputs or methodology used for valuing securities are not necessarily an indication
of the risk associated with investing in those securities.

The following is a summary of the inputs used as of December 31, 2012 in valuing the Fund's investments. For
information on the Fund's policy regarding the valuation of investments, please refer to the Security Valuation section
of Note 1 in the accompanying Notes to Financial Statements.

Category Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total
Common Stocks and/or Other Equity Investments(1)
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Germany $29,598,261 $ — $ — $29,598,261
France 15,674,185 — — 15,674,185
Spain 7,279,674 — — 7,279,674
Netherlands 5,699,068 — — 5,699,068
United Kingdom 3,979,616 — — 3,979,616
Italy 3,800,443 — — 3,800,443
Norway 3,476,432 — — 3,476,432
Luxembourg 2,289,617 — — 2,289,617
Finland 1,797,305 — — 1,797,305
Austria 1,691,282 — — 1,691,282
Switzerland 1,001,311 — — 1,001,311
Denmark 867,322 — — 867,322
Short-Term Instruments 1,255,571 — — 1,255,571
Total $78,410,087 $ — $ — $78,410,087

There have been no transfers between fair value measurement levels during the year ended December 31, 2012.

(1) See Schedule of Investments for additional detailed categorizations.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

DECEMBER 31, 2012

ASSETS
Investments in non-affiliated securities, at value (cost $66,775,759) $ 77,154,516
Investment in Central Cash Management Fund (cost $1,255,571) 1,255,571
Total Investments, at value (cost $68,031,330) 78,410,087
Cash 12,863
Foreign currency, at value (cost $672,956) 688,090
Receivable for investments sold 48,306
Dividends receivable 30,806
Interest receivable 2,254
Foreign taxes recoverable 21,130
Other assets 9,458
Total assets 79,222,994
LIABILITIES
Payable for fund shares repurchased 8,293
Distributions payable 1,504,124
Investment advisory fee payable 49,690
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Fund administration fee payable 13,315
Payable for Directors' fees and expenses 7,993
Accrued expenses and other liabilities 128,275
Total liabilities 1,711,690
NET ASSETS $ 77,511,304
Net assets consist of:
Paid-in capital, $0.001 par (Authorized 80,000,000 shares) $164,661,423
Cost of 6,954,911 shares held in Treasury (56,135,958)
Undistributed net investment income —
Accumulated net realized loss (41,408,576)
Net unrealized appreciation (depreciation) on:
Investments 10,378,757
Foreign currency 15,658
Net assets $ 77,511,304
Net assets value per share ($77,511,304 ÷ 9,894,365 shares of common stock issued and
outstanding) $ 7.83

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

For the
year ended

December 31,
2012

NET INVESTMENT INCOME
Income:
Dividends (net of foreign withholding taxes of $362,931) $ 2,311,923
Interest 92
Income distributions — Central Cash Management Fund 956
Securities lending, including income from Daily Assets Fund Institutional, net of borrower rebates 222,415
Total investment income 2,535,386
Expenses:
Management fee 39,899
Investment advisory fee 549,832
Fund administration fee 137,909
Custodian fee 53,932
Services to shareholders 22,211
Reports to shareholders 119,426
Directors' fees and expenses 153,120
Legal fees 128,364
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Audit and tax fees 71,718
NYSE listing fee 23,750
Insurance 9,513
Miscellaneous 32,043
Net expenses 1,341,717
Net investment income 1,193,669
REALIZED AND UNREALIZED GAIN (LOSS)
Net realized gain (loss) from:
Investments 4,040,321
Foreign currency 48,286
Futures (889,291)
Net realized gain (loss) 3,199,316
Change in net unrealized appreciation (depreciation) on:
Investments 9,618,976
Foreign currency 22,660
Futures (97,358)
Change in net unrealized appreciation (depreciation) 9,544,278
Net gain (loss) 12,743,594
NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS RESULTING FROM OPERATIONS $13,937,263

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

For the
year ended

December 31,
2012

For the
year ended

December 31,
2011

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS
Operations:
Net investment income $ 1,193,669 $ 1,235,947
Net realized gain (loss) 3,199,316 (244,299)
Change in net unrealized appreciation (depreciation) 9,544,278 (16,140,582)
Net increase (decrease) in net assets resulting from operations 13,937,263 (15,148,934)
Distributions to shareholders from:
Net investment income (2,923,172) (86,521)
Capital share transactions:
Net proceeds from reinvestment of dividends (72,390 and 0 shares, respectively) 435,064 —
Cost of shares tendered (529,026 and 574,974 shares, respectively) (3,745,504) (4,956,276)
Cost of shares repurchased (328,667 and 244,836 shares, respectively) (2,212,885) (1,867,659)
Net decrease in net assets from capital share transactions (5,523,325) (6,823,935)
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Total increase (decrease) in net assets 5,490,766 (22,059,390)
NET ASSETS
Beginning of year 72,020,538 94,079,928
End of year (including undistributed net investment income of $0 and $1,371,328,
as of December 31, 2012 and December 31, 2011, respectively) $77,511,304 $ 72,020,538

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Selected data for a share of common stock outstanding throughout each of the years indicated:

For the years ended December 31,
2012 2011 2010 2009 2008

Per share operating performance:
Net asset value:
Beginning of year $ 6.74 $ 8.18 $ 8.08 $ 6.38 $ 13.52
Net investment
income(a) .12 .11 .07 .11 .25
Net realized and
unrealized gains (loss)
on investments
and foreign currency 1.23 (1.57) .06 1.92 (6.87)
Increase (decrease) from
investment operations 1.35 (1.46) .13 2.03 (6.62)
Distributions from net
investment income (.29) (.01) (.06) (.33) —
Distributions from net
realized gains — — — — (.53)
Total distributions (.29) (.01) (.06) (.33) (.53)
Accretion resulting from
tender offer .01 .01 — — —
Dilution in net asset
value from dividend
reinvestment (.00)(c) — (.01) (.02) —
Increase resulting from
share repurchases .02 .02 .04 .02 .01
Net asset value:
End of year $ 7.83 $ 6.74 $ 8.18 $ 8.08 $ 6.38
Market value:
End of year $ 7.03 $ 5.94 $ 7.58 $ 7.05 $ 5.45
Total investment return for the year:†

23.44% (21.56)% 8.32% 36.84% (53.96)%
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Based upon market
value
Based upon net asset
value 21.17% (17.52)%(b) 1.99%* 33.76%* (50.68)%
Ratio to average net assets:
Ratio of expenses before
expense reductions 1.79% 1.60% 1.63% 1.69% 1.43%
Ratio of expenses after
expense reductions 1.79% 1.60% 1.41% 1.55% 1.43%
Net investment income 1.59% 1.42% 1.00% 1.59% 2.40%
Portfolio turnover 87% 73% 67% 77% 85%
Net assets at end of year
(000's omitted) $ 77,511 $ 72,021 $ 94,080 $ 97,377 $ 77,263

 (a) Based on average shares outstanding during the year.
 (b) Includes a reimbursement from the Advisor for losses on investment not meeting investment guidelines.
Excluding this reimbursement, total return would have been 0.37% lower.
 (c) Amount is less than $.005 per share.
  † Total return based upon net asset value reflects changes in the Fund's net asset value during each period. Total return
based on market value reflects changes in market value during each period. Each figure includes reinvestments of
dividend and capital gain distributions, if any. These figures will differ depending upon the level of any discount from
or premium to net asset value at which the Fund's shares trade during the period.
  * Total return would have been lower had certain expenses not been reduced.

20

THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS — DECEMBER 31, 2012

NOTE 1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The European Equity Fund, Inc. (the "Fund") was incorporated in Delaware on April 8, 1986 as a diversified,
closed-end management investment company. Investment operations commenced on July 23, 1986. The Fund
reincorporated in Maryland on August 29, 1990 and, on October 16, 1996, the Fund changed from a diversified to a
non-diversified company. The Fund became a diversified fund on October 31, 2008.

The following is a summary of significant accounting policies followed by the Fund in the preparation of its financial
statements. The preparation of financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

Security Valuation: The Fund calculates its net asset value per share for publication at 11:30 a.m., New York time.
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Various inputs are used in determining the value of the Fund's investments. These inputs are summarized in three
broad levels. Level 1 includes quoted prices in active markets for identical securities. Level 2 includes other
significant observable inputs (including quoted prices for similar securities, interest rates, prepayment speeds, and
credit risk). Level 3 includes significant unobservable inputs (including the Funds's own assumptions in determining
the fair value of investments). The inputs or methodology used for valuing securities are not necessarily an indication
of the risk associated with investing in those securities.

Equity securities are valued at the most recent sale price or official closing price reported on the exchange (U.S. or
foreign) or over-the-counter market on which they trade prior to the time of valuation and are categorized as Level 1
securities. Securities for which no sales are reported are valued at the calculated mean between the most recent bid and
asked quotations on the relevant market or, if a mean cannot be determined, at the most recent bid quotation.

Investments in open-end investment companies are valued at their net asset value each business day and are
categorized as Level 1.

Futures contracts and purchased options are generally valued at the settlement prices established each day on the
exchange on which they are traded and are categorized as Level 1.

Securities and other assets for which market quotations are not readily available or for which the above valuation
procedures are deemed not to reflect fair value are valued in a manner that is intended to reflect their fair value as
determined in accordance with procedures approved by the Board and are generally categorized as Level 3. In
accordance with the Fund's valuation procedures, factors used in determining value may include, but are not limited
to, the type of security; the size of the holding; the initial cost of the security; the existence of any contractual
restrictions on the security's disposition; the price and extent of public trading in similar securities of the issuer or of
comparable companies; quotations or evaluated prices from broker-dealers and/or the appropriate stock exchange (for
exchange-traded securities); an analysis of the company's or issuer's financial statements; an evaluation of the forces
that influence the issuer and the market(s) in which the security is purchased and sold and with respect to debt
securities; the maturity, coupon, creditworthiness, currency denomination, and the movement of the market in which
the security is normally traded. The value determined under these procedures may differ from published values for the
same securities.

Disclosure about the classification of the fair value measurements is included in a table following the Fund's Schedule
of Investments.

New Accounting Pronouncement. In January 2013, Accounting Standard Update 2013-01 (ASU 2013-01), Clarifying
the Scope of Disclosures about Offsetting Assets and Liabilities, replaced Accounting Standards Update 2011-11
(ASU 2011-11), Disclosures about Offsetting Assets and Liabilities. ASU 2013-01 is effective for fiscal years
beginning on or after January 1, 2013, and interim periods within those annual periods. ASU 2011-11 was
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS — DECEMBER 31, 2012 (continued)

intended to enhance disclosure requirements on the offsetting of financial assets and liabilities. The ASU 2013-01
limits the scope of the new balance sheet offsetting disclosures to derivatives, repurchase agreements, and securities
lending transactions to the extent that they are (1) offset in the financial statements or (2) subject to an enforceable
master netting arrangement or similar agreement. Management is currently evaluating the application of ASU 2013-01
and its impact, if any, on the Fund's financial statements.

Securities Transactions and Investment Income: Investment transactions are accounted for on a trade date plus one
basis for daily net asset value calculation. However, for financial reporting purposes, investment security transactions
are reported on trade date. Interest income is recorded on the accrual basis. Dividend income is recorded on the
ex-dividend date net of foreign withholding taxes. Certain dividends from foreign securities may be recorded
subsequent to the ex-dividend date as soon as the Fund is informed of such dividends. Realized gains and losses from
investment transactions are recorded on an identified cost basis and may include proceeds from litigation.

Securities Lending: The Fund lends securities to certain financial institutions. The Fund retains beneficial ownership
of the securities it has loaned and continues to receive interest and dividends paid by the issuer of securities and to
participate in any changes in their market value. The Fund requires the borrowers of the securities to maintain
collateral with the Fund consisting of either cash or liquid, unencumbered assets having a value in excess of the value
of the securities loaned. When the collateral falls below specified amounts, the lending agent will use its best effort to
obtain additional collateral on the next business day to meet required amounts under the security lending agreement.
The Fund may invest the cash collateral into a joint trading account in an affiliated money market fund pursuant to
Exemptive Orders issued by the SEC. Deutsche Investment Management Americas Inc. receives a
management/administration fee (0.11% annualized effective rate as of December 31, 2012) on the cash collateral
invested in the affiliated money fund. The Fund receives compensation for lending its securities either in the form of
fees or by

earning interest on invested cash collateral net of borrower rebates and fees paid to a lending agent. Either the Fund or
the borrower may terminate the loan. There may be risks of delay and costs in recovery of securities or even loss of
rights in the collateral should the borrower of the securities fail financially. The Fund is subject to all investment risks
associated with the reinvestment of any cash collateral received, including, but not limited to, interest rate, credit and
liquidity risk associated with such investments. The Fund had no securities on loan at December 31, 2012.

Foreign Currency Translations: The books and records of the Fund are maintained in United States dollars.

Assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currency are translated into United States dollars at the 11:00 a.m.
midpoint of the buying and selling spot rates quoted by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. Purchases and sales
of investment securities, income and expenses are reported at the rate of exchange prevailing on the respective dates
of such transactions. Net realized and unrealized gains and losses on foreign currency transactions represent net gains
and losses between trade and settlement dates on securities transactions, foreign currencies, and the difference
between the amount of net investment income accrued and the U.S. dollar amount actually received. The portion of
both realized and unrealized gains and losses on investments that results from fluctuations in foreign currency
exchange rates is not separately disclosed but is included with net realized and unrealized gain/appreciation and
loss/depreciation on investments.

Contingencies: In the normal course of business, the Fund may enter into contracts with service providers that contain
general indemnification clauses. The Fund's maximum exposure under these arrangements is unknown as this would
involve future claims that may be made against the Fund that have not yet occurred. However, based on experience,
the Fund expects the risk of loss to be remote.
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Taxes: No provision has been made for United States Federal income tax because the Fund intends to meet the
requirements of the United States Internal Revenue Code applicable to regulated investment companies and to
distribute all of its taxable income to shareholders.
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Additionally, based on the Fund's understanding of the tax rules and rates related to income, gains and transactions for
the foreign jurisdictions in which it invests, the Fund will provide for foreign taxes, and where appropriate, deferred
foreign taxes.

Under the Regulated Investment Company Modernization Act of 2010, net capital losses incurred post-enactment may
be carried forward indefinitely, and their character is retained as short-term and/or long-term. Previously, net capital
losses were carried forward for eight years and treated as short-term losses. As a transition rule, the Act requires that
post-enactment net capital losses be used before pre-enactment net capital losses.

At December 31, 2012, the Fund had a net tax basis capital loss carryforward of approximately $41,343,000 of
pre-enactment losses, which may be applied against any realized net taxable capital gains of each succeeding year
until fully utilized or until December 31, 2016 ($5,952,000) and December 31, 2017 ($35,391,000), the respective
expiration dates, whichever occurs first. In addition from November 1, through December 31, 2012, the Fund elects to
defer qualified late year losses of approximately $66,000 of net long-term realized capital losses and treat them as
arising in the fiscal year ending December 31, 2013.

The Fund has reviewed the tax provisions for the open tax years as of December 31, 2012 and has determined that no
provision for income tax is required in the Fund's financial statements. The Fund's federal tax returns for the prior
three fiscal years remain open subject to examination by the Internal Revenue Service.

Dividends and Distributions to Shareholders: The Fund records dividends and distributions to its shareholders on the
ex-dividend date. Income and capital gain distributions are determined in accordance with United States federal
income tax regulations which may differ from accounting principles generally accepted in the United States. These
differences primarily relate to investments in foreign denominated investments, investments in foreign passive
investment companies, recognition of certain foreign currency gains (losses) as ordinary income (loss) and certain
securities sold at a loss. As a result, net investment income

(loss) and net realized gain (loss) on investment transactions for a reporting period may differ significantly from
distributions during such period. Accordingly, the Fund may periodically make reclassifications among certain of its
capital accounts without impacting the net asset value of the Fund.

At December 31, 2012, the Fund's components of distributable earnings (accumulated losses) on a tax basis were as
follows:
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Capital loss carryforward $(41,343,000)
Net unrealized appreciation (depreciation) $ 10,378,754

In addition, the tax character of distributions paid to share-holders by the Fund is summarized as follows:

Years Ended December 31,
2012 2011

Distributions from ordinary income* $ 2,923,172 $ 86,521

*For tax purposes short-term capital gain is considered ordinary income.

Futures Contracts. A futures contract is an agreement between a buyer or seller and an established futures exchange or
its clearinghouse in which the buyer or seller agrees to take or make a delivery of a specific amount of a financial
instrument at a specified price on a specific date (settlement date). For the year ended December 31, 2012, the Fund
used futures contracts for hedging purposes, for risk management and as a substitute for direct investment in a
particular asset class. Futures contracts are valued at the most recent settlement price.

Upon entering into a futures contract, the Fund is required to deposit with a financial intermediary cash or securities
("initial margin") in an amount equal to a certain percentage of the face value indicated in the futures contract.
Subsequent payments ("variation margin") are made or received by the Fund dependent upon the daily fluctuations in
the value and are recorded for financial reporting purposes as unrealized gains or losses by the Fund. Gains or losses
are realized when the contract expires or is closed. Since all futures contracts are exchange traded, counterparty risk is
minimized as the exchange's clearinghouse acts as the counterparty, and guarantees the futures against default.
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Certain risks may arise upon entering into futures contracts, including the risk that an illiquid market will limit the
Fund's ability to close out a futures contract prior to the settlement date and the risk that the futures contract is not well
correlated with the security, index or currency in which it relates. Risk of loss may exceed amounts disclosed in the
Statement of Assets and Liabilities.

There were no open futures contracts as of December 31, 2012. For the year ended December 31, 2012, the
investment in futures contracts purchased had a total notional value indicative of a range from $0 to approximately
$2,214,000 and the investment in futures contracts sold had a notional value indicative of a range from $0 to
approximately $8,774,000.

Options. An option contract is a contract in which the writer (seller) of the option grants the buyer of the option, upon
payment of a premium, the right to purchase from (call option), or sell to (put option), the writer a designated
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instrument at a specified price within a specified period of time. Certain options, including options on indices and
interest rate options, will require cash settlement by the Fund if exercised. For the year ended December 31, 2012, the
Fund entered into options for hedging purposes.

If the Fund writes a covered call option, the Fund foregoes, in exchange for the premium, the opportunity to profit
during the option period from an increase in the market value of the underlying security above the exercise price. If
the Fund writes a put option it accepts the risk of a decline in the value of the underlying security below the exercise
price. Over-the-counter options have the risk of the potential inability of counterparties to meet the terms of their
contracts. The Fund's maximum exposure to purchased options is limited to the premium initially paid. In addition,
certain risks may arise upon entering into option contracts including the risk that an illiquid secondary market will
limit the Fund's ability to close out an option contract prior to the expiration date and that a change in the value of the
option contract may not correlate exactly with changes in the value of the securities hedged.

There were no open option contracts as of December 31, 2012. For the year ended December 31, 2012, the investment
in purchased option contracts had a total value indicative of a range from $0 to approximately $321,000.

The following tables summarize the amount of unrealized and realized gains and losses on derivative instruments
recognized in Fund earnings during the year ended December 31, 2012 and the related location in the accompanying
Statement of Operations is summarized in the following tables by primary underlying risk exposure:

Realized Gain (Loss)
Purchased
Options

Futures
Contracts

Equity Contracts(a) $ (127,772) $ (889,291)

The above derivative is located in the following Statement of Operations account:
(a) Net realized gain (loss) from investments (includes purchased options and futures)

Change in Net Unrealized Appreciation (Depreciation)
Futures

Contracts
Equity Contracts(a) $ (97,358)

The above derivative is located in the following Statement of Operations account:
(a) Change in net unrealized appreciation (depreciation) on futures

NOTE 2. INVESTMENT ADVISORY AND ADMINISTRATION AGREEMENTS

The Fund is party to an Investment Advisory Agreement with Deutsche Asset Management International GmbH
("DeAMI"). The Fund also has an Administration Agreement with Deutsche Investment Management Americas Inc.
("DIMA"). DeAMI and DIMA are affiliated companies.

Prior to February 1, 2012, the Fund was party to a Management Agreement with DIMA that provided DIMA with a
fee, computed weekly and payable monthly, at the annual rates of 0.65% of the Fund's average weekly net assets up to
$50 million and 0.55% of such assets in excess of $50 million. The Investment Advisory Agreement provided DeAMI
with a fee, computed weekly and payable monthly, at the annual rates of 0.35% of the Fund's average weekly net
assets up to $100 million and 0.25% of such assets in excess of $100 million.

Pursuant to the Management Agreement, DIMA served as the corporate manager and administrator of the Fund and,
subject
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to the supervision of the Board of Directors and pursuant to recommendations made by DeAMI, determined the
suitable securities for investment by the Fund. DIMA also provided office facilities and certain administrative, clerical
and bookkeeping services for the Fund. Pursuant to the Investment Advisory Agreement, DeAMI, in accordance with
the Fund's stated investment objective, policies and restrictions, made recommendations to DIMA with respect to the
Fund's investments and, upon instructions given by DIMA as to suitable securities for investment by the Fund,
transmitted purchase and sale orders to select brokers and dealers to execute portfolio transactions on behalf of the
Fund.

For the one-month period ended January 31, 2012, the combined fee pursuant to the Management and Investment
Advisory Agreements was equivalent to an annual effective rate of 0.96% of the Fund's average daily net assets.

Effective February 1, 2012, the Fund's Investment Advisory Agreement with DeAMI was replaced with a new
Investment Advisory Agreement pursuant to which DeAMI assumed the investment advisory function previously
performed by DIMA, and the Fund's Management Agreement with DIMA was replaced with an Administration
Agreement pursuant to which DIMA continues to provide all of the non-investment advisory services to the Fund that
it historically provided pursuant to the Management Agreement. There were no changes to services provided to the
Fund, or the total expenses payable by the Fund, as a result of this reorganization of contracts. The new Investment
Advisory Agreement provides DeAMI with a fee, computed weekly and payable monthly, at the annual rate of 0.80%
of the Fund's average weekly net assets up to and including $50 million, 0.70% of such assets in excess of $50 million
and up to and including $100 million and 0.60% of such assets in excess of $100 million. The Administration
Agreement provides DIMA with a fee, computed weekly and payable monthly, of 0.20% of the Fund's average
weekly net assets.

Accordingly, for the eleven-month period February 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012, the combined fee pursuant to
the Investment Advisory Agreement (0.77%) and the Administration Agreement (0.20%) was equivalent to an

annual effective rate of 0.97% of the Fund's average daily net assets.

NOTE 3. TRANSACTIONS WITH AFFILIATES

DWS Investments Service Company ("DISC"), an affiliate of DIMA, is the transfer agent, dividend-paying agent and
shareholder service agent of the Fund. Pursuant to a sub-transfer agency agreement between DISC and DST Systems,
Inc. ("DST"), DISC has delegated certain transfer agent and dividend-paying agent paying functions to DST. DISC
compensates DST out of the shareholder servicing fee it receives from the Fund. For the year ended December 31,
2012, the amount charged to the Fund by DISC aggregated $22,211, of which $1,897 is unpaid.
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Deutsche Bank AG, the German parent of DIMA and DeAMI, and its affiliates may receive brokerage commissions
as a result of executing agency transactions in portfolio securities on behalf of the Fund, that the Board determined
were effected in compliance with the Fund's Rule 17e-1 procedures. For the year ended December 31, 2012, Deutsche
Bank did not receive brokerage commissions.

Certain Officers of the Fund are also officers of either DIMA or DeAMI.

The Fund pays each Director who is not an "interested person" of DIMA or DeAMI retainer fees plus specified
amounts for attended board and committee meetings.

The Fund may invest uninvested cash balances in Central Cash Management Fund, which is managed by DIMA. The
Fund indirectly bears its proportionate share of the expenses of Central Cash Management Fund. Central Cash
Management Fund does not pay DIMA an investment management fee. Central Cash Management Fund seeks a high
level of current income consistent with liquidity and the preservation of capital.

NOTE 4. PORTFOLIO SECURITIES

Purchases and sales of investment securities, excluding short-term investments, for the year ended December 31, 2012
were $64,315,555 and $70,289,656, respectively.
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NOTE 5. CAPITAL

During the year ended December 31, 2012 and the year ended December 31, 2011, the Fund purchased 328,667 and
244,836 of its shares of common stock on the open market at a total cost of $2,212,885 and $1,867,569 ($6.73 and
$7.63 average per share), respectively. The weighted average discount of these purchased shares comparing the
purchased price to the net asset value at the time of purchase was 9.47% and 8.39%, respectively.

During the year ended December 31, 2012, the Fund issued 72,390 shares as part of the dividend reinvestment plan.
The average discount of these issued shares comparing the issue price to the net asset value at the time of issuance was
9.58%.

NOTE 6. SHARE REPURCHASES AND TENDER OFFERS

On July 20, 2010 the Fund announced that the Board of Directors approved a series of up to four consecutive
semi-annual tender offers each for up to 5% of the Fund's outstanding shares at a price equal to 98% of net asset value
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("NAV"). Under the Fund's Discount Management Program, the Fund is required to conduct a tender offer if its shares
trade at an average discount to NAV of more than 10% during the applicable twelve-week measurement period.

The first measurement period commenced September 1, 2010 and expired on November 24, 2010. During the
measurement period the Fund's shares traded at an average discount to NAV of 10.02%. Therefore, the Fund
conducted a tender offer which commenced on January 7, 2011 and expired on February 8, 2011. The Fund accepted
574,974 tendered shares (which represents 5% of the Fund's outstanding shares of common stock) at a price equal to
98% of the NAV as of the close of the regular trading session of the New York Stock Exchange on February 9, 2011.
Approximately 4,789,310 shares of common stock, or approximately 42% of the Fund's common shares outstanding,
were tendered through the expiration date. Because the offer was oversubscribed, not all of the tendered shares were
accepted for payment by the Fund. Under the final pro-ration calculation, approximately 12% of the tendered

shares were accepted for payment. The shares accepted for payment received cash at a repurchase price of $8.62 per
share, which was equal to 98% of the NAV per share on February 9, 2011.

The second measurement period commenced on March 7, 2011 and expired on May 27, 2011 and the third
measurement period commenced on August 29, 2011 and expired on November 18, 2011. During these measurement
periods the Fund's shares traded at an average discount to NAV of less than 10%. Therefore the Fund was not required
to conduct a tender offer.

The fourth measurement period commenced on March 5, 2012 and expired on May 25, 2012. During the measurement
period, the Fund's shares traded at an average discount to NAV of 10.17%. Therefore, the Fund was required to
conduct a tender offer which commenced on July 25, 2012 and will expire on August 22, 2012. The Fund accepted
529,026 tendered shares at a price equal to 98% of the NAV per share as of the close of the regular trading session of
the New York Stock Exchange on August 23, 2012. Approximately 5,314,744 shares of common stock, or
approximately 50.23% of the Fund's common shares outstanding, were tendered through the expiration date. Because
the offer was oversubscribed, not all of the tendered shares were accepted for payment by the Fund. Under the final
pro-ration calculation, approximately 9.95% of the tendered shares were accepted for payment. The shares accepted
for payment received cash at a repurchase price of $7.08 per share, which was equal to 98% of the NAV per share on
August 23, 2012.

On January 31, 2012, the Fund announced that the Board of Directors approved a new Discount Management Program
(The "New Program") on the same terms as the Fund's then current program. Pursuant to the New Program, the Fund's
Board of Directors approved a new series of up to four consecutive semi-annual tender offers, each for up to 5% of the
Fund's outstanding shares at a price equal to 98% of NAV.

The Fund will conduct a tender offer if its shares trade at an average discount to NAV of more than 10% during the
twelve-week measurement period. During the measurement period that commenced on September 10, 2012 and
expired
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on November 30, 2012 the Fund's shares traded at an average discount to NAV of 9.79%. Therefore the Fund was not
required to conduct a tender offer. On January 28, 2013, pursuant to the Discount Management Program, the Fund
announced that the next measurement period will commence on March 25, 2013 and expire on June 14, 2013.

On July 18, 2011 the Fund announced that its Board of Directors approved an extension of the then current repurchase
authorization permitting the Fund to repurchase up to 600,000 shares during the period from August 1, 2011 through
July 31, 2012. The Fund repurchased 250,370 shares from August 1, 2011 through July 31, 2012 under this
authorization. Under the terms of the previous repurchase authorization, the Fund repurchased 394,448 shares during
the period from August 1, 2010 through July 31, 2011 out of an authorized amount of 600,000 shares. Also, on July
18, 2012, the Fund announced that the Board of Directors approved the extension of the then current repurchase
authorization permitting the Fund to repurchase up to 550,000 shares during the period from August 1, 2012 through
July 31, 2013. The Fund repurchased 157,133 shares between August 1, 2012 and December 31, 2012.

Repurchases will be made from time to time when they are believed to be in the best interests of the Fund. There can
be no assurance that the Fund's repurchases or Discount Management Program will reduce the spread between the
market price of the Fund's shares and it's NAV per share.

Monthly updates concerning the Fund's repurchase program are available on its web site at
www.dws-investments.com.

NOTE 7. CONCENTRATION OF OWNERSHIP

From time to time, the Fund may have a concentration of several shareholder accounts holding a significant
percentage of shares outstanding. Investment activities of these shareholders could have a material impact on the
Fund. At December 31, 2012, there were three shareholders that held approximately 14%, 8% and 7%, respectively, of
the outstanding shares of the Fund.
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In our opinion, the accompanying statement of assets and liabilities, including the schedule of investments, and the
related statements of operations and of changes in net assets and the financial highlights present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of The European Equity Fund, Inc. (the "Fund") at December 31, 2012, the results of
its operations for the year then ended, the changes in its net assets for each of the two years in the period then ended
and the financial highlights for each of the five years in the period then ended, in conformity with accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. These financial statements and financial highlights
(hereafter referred to as "financial statements") are the responsibility of the Fund's management. Our responsibility is
to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits. We conducted our audits of these financial
statements in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States).
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements, assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates
made by management, and evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audits, which
included confirmation of securities at December 31, 2012 by correspondence with the custodian and brokers, provide
a reasonable basis for our opinion.

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Boston, Massachusetts
February 22, 2013
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(unaudited)

The Fund offers shareholders a Voluntary Cash Purchase Program and Dividend Reinvestment Plan ("Plan") which
provides for optional cash purchases and for the automatic reinvestment of dividends and distributions payable by the
Fund in additional Fund shares. A more complete description of the Plan is provided in the Plan brochure available
from DWS Investments Service Company, the transfer agent (the "Transfer Agent"), P.O. Box 219066, Kansas City,
Missouri 64105 (telephone 1-800-437-6269). Computershare, Inc. (the "Plan Agent") acts as the plan agent under the
Plan. A shareholder should read the Plan brochure carefully before enrolling in the Plan.

Under the Plan, participating shareholders ("Plan Participants") appoint the Transfer Agent to receive or invest Fund
distributions as described below under "Reinvestment of Fund Shares." In addition, Plan Participants may make
optional cash purchases through the Transfer Agent as often as once a month as described below under "Voluntary
Cash Purchases." There is no charge to Plan Participants for participating in the Plan, although when shares are
purchased under the Plan by the Plan Agent on the New York Stock Exchange or otherwise on the open market, each
Plan Participant will pay a pro rata share of brokerage commissions incurred in connection with such purchases, as
described below under "Reinvestment of Fund Shares" and "Voluntary Cash Purchases."

Reinvestment of Fund Shares. Whenever the Fund declares a capital gains distribution, an income dividend or a return
of capital distribution payable, at the election of shareholders, either in cash or in Fund shares, or payable only in cash,
the Transfer Agent shall automatically elect to receive Fund shares for the account of each Plan Participant.
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Whenever the Fund declares a capital gains distribution, an income dividend or a return of capital distribution payable
only in cash and the net asset value per share of the Fund's common stock equals or is less than the market price per
share on the valuation date (the "Market Parity or Premium"), the Transfer Agent shall apply the amount of such
dividend or distribution payable to a Plan Participant to the purchase from the Fund of Fund Shares for a Plan

Participant's account, except that if the Fund does not offer shares for such purpose because it concludes Securities
Act registration would be required and such registration cannot be timely effected or is not otherwise a cost-effective
alternative for the Fund, then the Transfer Agent shall follow the procedure described in the next paragraph. The
number of additional shares to be credited to a Plan Participant's account shall be determined by dividing the dollar
amount of the distribution payable to a Plan Participant by the net asset value per share of the Fund's common stock
on the valuation date, or if the net asset value per share is less than 95% of the market price per share on such date,
then by 95% of the market price per share. The valuation date will be the payable date for such dividend or
distribution.

Whenever the Fund declares a capital gains distribution, an income dividend or a return of capital distribution payable
only in cash and the net asset value per share of the Fund's common stock exceeds the market price per share on the
valuation date (the "Market Discount"), the Plan Agent shall apply the amount of such dividend or distribution
payable to a Plan Participant (less a Plan Participant's pro rata share of brokerage commissions incurred with respect
to open-market purchases in connection with the reinvestment of such dividend or distribution) to the purchase on the
open market of Fund shares for a Plan Participant's account. The valuation date will be the payable date for such
dividend or distribution. Such purchases will be made on or shortly after the valuation date and in no event more than
30 days after such date except where temporary curtailment or suspension of purchase is necessary to comply with
applicable provisions of federal securities laws.

The Transfer Agent or the Plan Agent may aggregate a Plan Participant's purchases with the purchases of other Plan
Participants, and the average price (including brokerage commissions) of all shares purchased by the Plan Agent shall
be the price per share allocable to each Plan Participant.

For all purposes of the Plan, the market price of the Fund's common stock on a payable date shall be the last sales
price on the New York Stock Exchange on that date,

29

VOLUNTARY CASH PURCHASE PROGRAM AND DIVIDEND REINVESTMENT PLAN

(unaudited) (continued)

or, if there is no sale on such Exchange (or, if different, the principal exchange for Fund shares) on that date, then the
mean between the closing bid and asked quotations for such stock on such Exchange on such date. The net asset value
per share of the Fund's common stock on a valuation date shall be as determined by or on behalf of the Fund.
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The Transfer Agent may hold a Plan Participant's shares acquired pursuant to the Plan, together with the shares of
other Plan Participants acquired pursuant to this Plan, in non-certificated form in the name of the Transfer Agent or
that of a nominee. The Transfer Agent will forward to each Plan Participant any proxy solicitation material and will
vote any shares so held for a Plan Participant only in accordance with the proxy returned by a Plan Participant to the
Fund. Upon a Plan Participant's written request, the Transfer Agent will deliver to a Plan Participant, without charge, a
certificate or certificates for the full shares held by the Transfer Agent.

Voluntary Cash Purchases. Plan Participants have the option of making investments in Fund shares through the
Transfer Agent as often as once a month. Plan Participants may invest as little as $100 in any month and may invest
up to $36,000 annually through the voluntary cash purchase feature of the Plan.

The Plan Agent shall apply such funds (less a Plan Participant's pro rata share of brokerage commissions or other
costs, if any) to the purchase on the New York Stock Exchange (or, if different, on the principal exchange for Fund
shares) or otherwise on the open market of Fund shares for such Plan Participant's account, regardless of whether there
is a Market Parity or Premium or a Market Discount. The Plan Agent will purchase shares for Plan Participants on or
about the 15th of each month. Cash payments received by the Transfer Agent less than five business days prior to a
cash purchase investment date will be held by the Transfer Agent until the next month's investment date. Uninvested
funds will not bear interest. Plan Participants may withdraw any voluntary cash payment by written notice received by
the Transfer Agent not less than 48 hours before such payment is to be invested.

Enrollment and Withdrawal. Both current shareholders and first-time investors in the Fund are eligible to participate
in the Plan. Current shareholders my join the Plan by either enrolling their shares with the Transfer Agent or by
making an initial cash deposit of at least $250 with the Transfer Agent. First-time investors in the Fund may join the
Plan by making an initial cash deposit of at least $250 with the Transfer Agent. In order to become a Plan Participant,
shareholders must complete and sign the enrollment form included in the Plan brochure and return it, and, if
applicable, an initial cash deposit of at least $250 directly to the Transfer Agent if shares are registered in their name.
Shareholders who hold Fund shares in the name of a brokerage firm, bank or other nominee should contact such
nominee to arrange for it to participate in the Plan on such shareholder's behalf.

If the Plan Participant elects to participate in the Plan by enrolling current shares owned by the Plan Participant with
the Transfer Agent, participation in the dividend reinvestment feature of the Plan begins with the next dividend or
capital gains distribution payable after the Transfer Agent receives the Plan Participant's written authorization,
provided such authorization is received by the Transfer Agent prior to the record date for such dividend or
distribution. If such authorization is received after such record date, the Plan Participant's participation in the dividend
reinvestment feature of the Plan begins with the following dividend or distribution.

If the Plan Participant elects to participate in the Plan by making an initial cash deposit of at least $250 with the
Transfer Agent, participation in the dividend reinvestment feature of the Plan begins with the next dividend or capital
gains distribution payable after the Transfer Agent receives the Plan Participant's authorization and deposit, and after
the Plan Agent purchases shares for the Plan Participant on the New York Stock Exchange (or, if different, on the
principal exchange for Fund shares) or otherwise on the open market, provided that the authorization and deposit are
received, and the purchases are made by the Plan Agent prior to the record date. If such authorization and deposit are
received after the record date, or if the Plan Agent
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purchases shares for the Plan Participant after the record date, the Plan Participant's participation in the dividend
reinvestment feature of the Plan begins with the following dividend or distribution.

A shareholder's written authorization and cash payment must be received by the Transfer Agent at least five business
days in advance of the next cash purchase investment date (normally the 15th of every month) in order for the Plan
Participant to participate in the voluntary cash purchase feature of the Plan in that month.

Plan Participants may withdraw from the Plan without charge by written notice to the Transfer Agent. Plan
Participants who choose to withdraw may elect to receive stock certificates representing all of the full shares held by
the Transfer Agent on their behalf, or to instruct the Transfer Agent to sell such full shares and distribute the proceeds,
net of brokerage commissions, to such withdrawing Plan Participant. Withdrawing Plan Participants will receive a
cash adjustment for the market value of any fractional shares held on their behalf at the time of termination.
Withdrawal will be effective immediately with respect to distributions with a record date not less than 10 days later
than receipt of such written notice by the Transfer Agent.

Amendment and Termination of Plan. The Plan may only be amended or supplemented by the Fund or by the Transfer
Agent by giving each Plan Participant written notice at least 90 days prior to the effective date of such amendment or
supplement, except that such notice period may be shortened when necessary or appropriate in order to comply with
applicable law or the rules or policies of the Securities and Exchange Commission or any other regulatory body. The
Plan may be terminated by the Fund or by the Transfer Agent by written notice mailed to each Plan Participant. Such
termination will be effective with respect to all distributions with a record date at least 90 days after the mailing of
such written notice to the Plan Participants.

Federal Income Tax Implications of Reinvestment of Fund Shares. Reinvestment of Fund shares does not relieve Plan
Participants from any income tax which may be payable on dividends or distributions. For U.S. federal

income tax purposes, when the Fund issues shares representing an income dividend or a capital gains dividend, a
Participant will include in income the fair market value of the shares received as of the payment date, which will be
ordinary dividend income or capital gains, as the case may be. The shares will have a tax basis equal to such fair
market value, and the holding period for the shares will begin on the day after the date of distribution. If shares are
purchased on the open market by the Plan Agent, a Plan Participant will include in income the amount of the cash
payment made. The basis of such shares will be the purchase price of the shares, and the holding period for the shares
will begin on the day following the date of purchase. State, local and foreign taxes may also be applicable.
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PROXY VOTING

A description of the Fund's policies and procedures for voting proxies for portfolio securities and information about
how the Fund voted proxies related to its portfolio securities during the 12-month period ended June 30 is available on
our web site — www.dws-investments.com or on the SEC's web site at www.sec.gov. To obtain a written copy of the
Fund's policies and procedures without charge, upon request, call us toll free at 1-800-437-6269.

2012 U.S. TAX INFORMATION (unaudited)

For federal income tax purposes, the Fund designates approximately $3,165,000, or the maximum amount allowable
under tax law, as qualified dividend income.

SHARES REPURCHASED AND ISSUED

The Fund has been purchasing shares of its common stock in the open market. Shares repurchased, shares issued and
shares tendered for dividend reinvestment for the past five years are as follows:

Fiscal years ended
December 31, 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
Shares repurchased 328,667 244,836 627,075 265,168 141,900
Shares issued for
dividend reinvestment 72,390 — 77,238 207,315 —
Shares tendered 529,026 574,974 — — —
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PRIVACY NOTICE

FACTS What Does DWS Investments Do With Your Personal Information?
Why? Financial companies choose how they share your personal information.

Federal law gives consumers the right to limit some but not all sharing.
Federal law also requires us to tell you how we collect, share, and
protect your personal information. Please read this notice carefully to
understand what we do.

What? The types of personal information we collect and share can include:
• Social Security number
• Account balances
• Purchase and transaction history
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• Bank account information
• Contact information such as mailing address, e-mail address and
telephone number

How? All financial companies need to share customers' personal information
to run their everyday business. In the section below, we list the reasons
financial companies can share their customers' personal information;
the reasons DWS Investments chooses to share; and whether you can
limit this sharing.

Reasons we can share your personal
information

Does DWS
Investments

share?

Can you
limit this
sharing?

For our everyday business purposes — such as to process your
transactions, maintain your account(s), respond to court
orders or legal investigations

Yes No

For our marketing purposes — to offer our products and
services to you

Yes No

For joint marketing with other financial companies No We do not
share

For our affiliates' everyday business purposes — information
about your transactions and experiences

No We do not
share

For our affiliates' everyday business purposes — information
about your creditworthiness

No We do not
share

For nonaffiliates to market to you No We do not
share

Questions?  Call (800) 349-4281 or e-mail us at dws-investments.info@dws.com
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PRIVACY NOTICE (continued)

Who we are

Who is providing this
notice?

The European Equity Fund, Inc.

What we do

How does DWS
Investments protect my
personal information?

To protect your personal information from unauthorized access and
use, we use security measures that comply with federal law. These
measures include computer safeguards and secured files and
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buildings.
How does DWS
Investments collect my
personal information?

We collect your personal information, for example. When you
• open an account
• give us your contact information
• provide bank account information for ACH or wire transactions
• tell us where to send money
• seek advice about your investments

Why can't I limit all
sharing?

Federal law gives you the right to limit only
• sharing for affiliates' everyday business purposes — information
about your creditworthiness
• affiliates from using your information to market to you
• sharing for nonaffiliates to market to you
State laws and individual companies may give you additional rights
to limit sharing.

Definitions

Affiliates Companies related by common ownership or control. They can be
financial or non-financial companies. Our affiliates include financial
companies with the DWS or Deutsche Bank ("DB") name, such as
DB AG Frankfurt and DB Alex Brown.

Non-affiliates Companies not related by common ownership or control. They can
be financial and non-financial companies.
Non-affiliates we share with include account service providers;
service quality monitoring services; mailing service providers; and
verification services to help in the fight against money laundering
and fraud.

Joint marketing A formal agreement between nonaffiliated financial companies that
together market financial products or services to you.
• DWS Investments does not jointly market.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

APPROVAL OF CONTINUANCE OF INVESTMENT ADVISORY AGREEMENT (unaudited)

The Fund's directors unanimously approved the continuance of the investment advisory agreement between the Fund
and Deutsche Asset Management International GmbH ("DeAMI") (the "agreement") at a meeting held on October 19,
2012. The Fund's directors simultaneously approved the continuance for an additional annual period of an
administration agreement (the "administration agreement") with Deutsche Investment Management Americas Inc.
("DIMA"), an affiliate of DeAMI. Prior to the effective date of the agreement and the administration agreement,
which was February 1, 2012, DIMA served as the Fund's manager, providing administrative and investment advisory
services to the Fund. There were no changes in the total fees payable by, or the services received by, the Fund as a
result of the changes to the contractual arrangements effective February 1, 2012.
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In preparation for the meeting, the directors had requested and evaluated extensive materials from DeAMI, including
performance and expense information for other investment companies with similar investment objectives derived from
data compiled by Lipper Inc. ("Lipper"). Prior to voting, the directors reviewed the proposed approval of the
continuance of the agreement with management and with experienced counsel who are independent of DeAMI and
received a memorandum from such counsel discussing the legal standards for their consideration of the proposed
approval of the continuance. The directors also discussed the proposed approval in a private session with counsel at
which no representatives of DeAMI were present. In reaching their determination relating to approval of the
agreement, the directors considered all factors they believed relevant, including the following:

1. information comparing the Fund's performance to other investment companies with similar investment objectives
and to an index;

2. the nature, extent and quality of investment advisory and other services rendered by DeAMI;

3. payments received by DeAMI from all sources in respect to the Fund and all investment companies in the Deutsche
family of funds;

4. the costs borne by, and profitability of, DeAMI and its affiliates (including DIMA) in providing services to the
Fund and to all investment companies in the Deutsche family of funds;

5. comparative fee and expense data for the Fund and other investment companies with similar investment objectives;

6. the extent to which economies of scale would be realized as the Fund grows and whether fee levels reflect these
economies of scale for the benefit of investors;

7. DeAMI's policies and practices regarding allocation of the Fund's portfolio transactions, including the extent, if any,
to which DeAMI benefits from soft dollar arrangements;

8. the Fund's portfolio turnover rates compared to those of other investment companies with similar investment
objectives;

9. fall-out benefits which DeAMI and its affiliates receive from their relationships with the Fund;

10. information concerning the programs established by DeAMI with respect to compliance, risk management,
disclosure and ethics;

11. the professional experience and qualifications of the Fund's portfolio management team and other senior personnel
of DeAMI and DeAMI's strengthening of the investment resources supporting the Fund; and

12. the terms of the agreement.

The directors also considered their knowledge of the nature and quality of the services provided by DIMA and DeAMI
to the Fund gained from their experience as directors of the European Equity Fund and the New Germany Fund and,
where relevant, other Deutsche funds, their confidence in DeAMI's integrity and competence gained from that
experience and DeAMI's responsiveness to concerns raised by them in the past, including DeAMI's willingness to
consider and implement organizational and operational changes designed to improve investment results and the
services provided to the Fund.
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

APPROVAL OF CONTINUANCE OF INVESTMENT ADVISORY AGREEMENT (unaudited) (continued)

In their deliberations, the directors did not identify any particular information that was all-important or controlling,
and each director attributed different weights to the various factors.

The directors determined that the overall arrangements between the Fund and DeAMI, as provided in the agreement,
were fair and reasonable in light of the services performed, expenses incurred and such other matters as the directors
considered relevant in the exercise of their reasonable judgment. The directors further determined that they were
satisfied that the services provided by DeAMI to the Fund represented good value for the money payable to it by the
Fund.

The material factors and conclusions that formed the basis for the directors' reaching their determination to approve
the continuance of the agreement (including their determinations that DeAMI should continue in its role as investment
advisor for the Fund, and that the fees payable to DeAMI pursuant to the agreement are appropriate) were separately
discussed by the directors.

Nature, Extent and Quality of Services Provided by DeAMI

The directors noted that, under the agreement, DeAMI, in accordance with the Fund's investment objectives, policies
and limitations, makes all decisions with respect to suitable securities for investment by the Fund and transmits
purchase and sale orders and selects brokers and dealers to execute portfolio transactions on behalf of the Fund.
DeAMI pays all of the compensation of the Fund's directors and officers who are interested persons of DeAMI.

The directors considered the scope and quality of services provided by DeAMI under the agreement and noted that the
scope of services provided had expanded over time as a result of regulatory and other developments. The directors
noted that, for example, DeAMI is responsible for maintaining and monitoring its own and the Fund's compliance
programs, and these compliance programs have in recent years been refined and enhanced in light of evolving
regulatory requirements. The directors also considered the commitment of DeAMI to, and the programs established by

it with respect to, compliance, risk management, disclosure and ethics. The directors considered the quality of the
investment research capabilities of DeAMI and the other resources it has dedicated to performing services for the
Fund. The quality of the advisory services provided also were considered. The directors concluded that, overall, they
were satisfied with the nature, extent and quality of services provided (and expected to be provided) to the Fund under
the agreement.

Costs of Services Provided and Profitability to DeAMI

At the request of the directors, DeAMI provided information concerning the profitability of its investment advisory
and investment company activities and financial condition based on historical information for 2010 and 2011. Similar
information was provided for DIMA. The directors noted that the profitability information reflected the contractual
arrangements in effect in those 2010 and 2011 and that such arrangements differ from those proposed for approval of
continuance at the October 19, 2012 meeting. The directors recognized that the changes to the fee arrangements
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reflected in the advisory and administration agreements effective February 1, 2012 had resulted in significant changes
in the revenues to DeAMI and DIMA from their provision of services to the Fund compared to revenues in prior
periods. The directors reviewed the assumptions and methods of allocation used by DeAMI and DIMA in preparing
Fund specific profitability data. DIMA stated its belief that the methods of allocation used were reasonable, but it
noted that there are limitations inherent in allocating costs to multiple individual advisory clients served by
organizations such as DIMA and DeAMI where each of the advisory clients draws on, and benefits from, the research
and other resources of the Deutsche Bank organization.

The directors recognized that it is difficult to make comparisons of profitability from fund advisory contracts because
comparative information is not generally publicly available and is affected by numerous factors, including the
structure of the particular adviser, the types of funds it manages, its business mix, numerous assumptions regarding
allocations and the adviser's capital structure and cost

36

THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

APPROVAL OF CONTINUANCE OF INVESTMENT ADVISORY AGREEMENT (unaudited) (continued)

of capital. In considering profitability information, the directors considered the effect of possible fall-out benefits on
DeAMI's expenses, including the fact that there were no affiliated brokerage commissions.

The directors noted that while historically DeAMI had not utilized soft dollars to receive third party research from
brokers that execute purchases and sales of securities for the Fund, the directors had recently approved such
arrangements. They also noted that DeAMI has policies to prohibit consideration of the sale of shares of Deutsche
funds when selecting broker dealers to execute portfolio transactions for the Fund or other Deutsche funds. They
further noted that DeAMI may allocate brokerage to receive research generated by executing brokers.

The directors recognized that DeAMI should, as a general matter, be entitled to earn a reasonable level of profits for
the services it provides to the Fund and, based on their review, concluded that DeAMI's level of profitability from its
relationships with the Fund were not excessive. The directors noted that they would request and receive profitability
information reflecting the terms of the agreement in connection with future continuances of the agreement.

Investment Results

In addition to the information received by the directors for the meeting, the directors receive detailed performance
information for the Fund at each regular board meeting during the year and also receive monthly performance
information. The directors reviewed information showing the Fund's performance compared to that of other
investment vehicles compiled by Lipper (a total of 23 funds, (consisting of exchange-traded funds, open-end funds
and single-country funds)). The directors also reviewed information showing performance of the Fund's benchmark
index, which, since November 1, 2005 (when the Fund changed its investment focus from Germany to the European
countries utilizing the Euro currency), was the MSCI EMU Index, an unmanaged capitalization-weighted index
comprising several hundred companies domiciled in the countries using the Euro currency, and prior thereto was the
Germany DAX Index of 30 large cap stocks.
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The comparative information showed that the Fund ranked below the median for the one-, three-, five- and 10-year
periods ended December 31, 2011, in the third quartile for the one- and three-year periods, and in the bottom quartile
for the five- and 10-year periods ended December 31, 2011. As noted above, the Fund changed its investment focus
from Germany to Europe on November 1, 2005. The Fund slightly underperformed the benchmark in 2011,
outperformed the benchmark in 2009 and 2010, and underperformed the benchmark in 2006 and 2007. Taking into
account these comparisons and the other factors considered, including DeAMI's strengthening of the investment
resources supporting the Fund in 2009 and the improvement in the Fund's performance since that time, the directors
concluded that the Fund's investment results since the changes implemented in 2009 were satisfactory.

Management and Investment Advisory Fees and Other Expenses

The directors considered the investment advisory fee rates payable by the Fund to DeAMI under the agreement. The
directors recognized that it is difficult to make comparisons of advisory fees because there are variations in the
services that are included in the fees paid by other funds. The directors also considered the representation by DeAMI
that it does not manage any institutional accounts that are similar to the Fund, and its review of the reasons that it does
not consider institutional fee rates to be relevant to the consideration of appropriate fee rates payable by investment
companies such as the Fund. The Fund's expense comparison group consisted of 38 closed end country funds and
ETFs. The directors reviewed information comparing the combined management and advisory fees payable under the
agreement and the administration agreement for this purpose, noting that DeAMI and DIMA are affiliated companies
and that although the fees payable under the agreement and the administration agreement differed from those in the
management and investment advisory agreements that were in effect during the historical periods, the combined fees
payable under both sets of agreements was identical. The directors noted that the Fund's effective management and
advisory fee rate of 0.729% was below the average and median of the comparison group. The directors noted that the
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THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

APPROVAL OF CONTINUANCE OF INVESTMENT ADVISORY AGREEMENT (unaudited) (continued)

Fund's effective fee rate reflects the effect of breakpoints and that the effective management fee for the Fund reflected
the partial fee waiver effective September 1, 2009 aggregating 35 basis points for a one year period (the effective
combined management and advisory fee rate would have been 0.957% but for the effect of such temporary partial
waiver) The directors also considered the Fund's total expense ratio in comparison to the fees and expenses of funds
within the comparison group. The directors also noted that the Fund's expense ratio was below the median and the
average of the comparison group. The directors concluded that the Fund's expense ratio was satisfactory.

Economies of Scale

The directors noted that the investment advisory fee schedule in the agreement contains breakpoints that reduce the
fee rate on assets above specified levels. The directors recognized that breakpoints may be an appropriate way for
DeAMI to share its economies of scale with some funds that have substantial assets or that may grow materially over
the next year. However, they also recognized that there is no direct relationship between the economies of scale
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realized by funds and those realized by DeAMI as assets increase, largely because economies of scale are realized (if
at all) by DeAMI across a variety of products and services, and not only in respect of a single fund. Having taken
these factors into account, the directors concluded that the breakpoint arrangements in the agreement were acceptable
under the Fund's circumstances.
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The Fund offers shareholders a Voluntary Cash Purchase Program and Dividend Reinvestment Plan ("Plan") which
provides for optional cash purchases and for the automatic reinvestment of dividends and distributions payable by the
Fund in additional Fund shares. Plan participants may invest as little as $100 in any month and may invest up to
$36,000 annually. The Plan allows current shareholders who are not already participants in the Plan and first time
investors to enroll in the Plan by making an initial cash deposit of at least $250 with the plan agent. Share purchases
are combined to receive a beneficial brokerage fee. A brochure is available by writing or telephoning the transfer
agent:

DWS Investments Service Company

210 W 10th Street 6th Floor

Attn: Closed-End Fund Area

Kansas City, MO 64105

Tel.: 1-800-437-6269 (in the U.S.) or

00-800-2287-2750 (outside of the U.S.)

This report is available to the shareholders of The European Equity Fund, Inc. for their information. This is not a
prospectus, circular or representation intended for use in the purchase of shares of the Fund or any securities
mentioned in this report. The information contained in the letter to the shareholders, the interview with the lead
portfolio manager and the report from the investment adviser and manager in this report are derived from carefully
selected sources believed reasonable. We do not guarantee its accuracy or completeness, and nothing in this report
shall be construed to be a representation of such guarantee. Any opinions expressed reflect the current judgment of the
author, and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Deutsche Bank AG or any of its subsidiaries and affiliates.

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 23(c) of the Investment Company Act of 1940 that the Fund may
purchase at market prices from time to time shares of its common stock in the open market.

Comparisons between changes in the Fund's net asset value per share and changes in the MSCI-EMU Index should be
considered in light of the Fund's investment policy and objectives, the characteristics and quality of the Fund's
investments, the size of the Fund and variations in the foreign currency/dollar exchange rate.

Fund Shares are not FDIC - insured and are not deposits or other obligations of or guaranteed by any bank. Fund
Shares involve investment risk, including possible loss of principal.

For latest net asset value, schedule of the Fund's largest holdings, dividend data and shareholder inquiries, please call
1-800-437-6269 (in the U.S.) or 00-800-2287-2750 (outside of the U.S.)

ITEM 2. CODE OF ETHICS

As of the end of the period covered by this report, the registrant has adopted a
code of ethics, as defined in Item 2 of Form N-CSR, that applies to its Principal
Executive Officer and Principal Financial Officer.
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There have been no amendments to, or waivers from, a provision of the code of
ethics during the period covered by this report that would require disclosure
under Item 2.

A copy of the code of ethics is filed as an exhibit to this Form N-CSR.

ITEM 3. AUDIT COMMITTEE FINANCIAL EXPERT

The Fund’s Board of Directors has determined that the Fund has at least one “audit
committee financial expert” serving on its audit committee: Mr. Robert H.
Wadsworth, Mr. Richard Karl Goeltz and Mr. Joachim Wagner. Each of these
audit committee members is “independent,” meaning that he is not an “interested
person” of the Fund (as that term is defined in Section 2(a)(19) of the Investment
Company Act of 1940) and he does not accept any consulting, advisory, or other
compensatory fee from the Fund (except in the capacity as a Board or committee
member).

An “audit committee financial expert” is not an “expert” for any purpose, including
for purposes of Section 11 of the Securities Act of 1933, as a result of being
designated as an “audit committee financial expert.” Further, the designation of a
person as an “audit committee financial expert” does not mean that the person has
any greater duties, obligations, or liability than those imposed on the person
without the “audit committee financial expert” designation. Similarly, the
designation of a person as an “audit committee financial expert” does not affect the
duties, obligations, or liability of any other member of the audit committee or
board of directors.

ITEM 4. PRINCIPAL ACCOUNTANT FEES AND SERVICES

THE EUROPEAN EQUITY FUND, INC.

FORM N-CSR DISCLOSURE RE: AUDIT FEES

The following table shows the amount of fees that PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP (“PWC”), the Fund’s independent
registered public accounting firm, billed to the Fund during the Fund’s last two fiscal years.  The Audit Committee
approved in advance all audit services and non-audit services that PWC provided to the Fund.

Services that the Fund’s Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm Billed to the Fund

Fiscal Year Ended December 31,

Audit Fees
Billed to

Fund

Audit-Related
Fees Billed to

Fund

Tax Fees
Billed to

Fund

All
Other Fees
Billed to

Fund
2012 $58,500 $ 0 $0 $5,900
2011 $58,500 $ 0 $0 $5,900

“All Other Fees Billed to Fund” were billed for services associated with foreign tax filing.

Services that the Fund’s Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm Billed to the Adviser and Affiliated Fund
Service Providers
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The following table shows the amount of fees billed by PWC to Deutsche Investment Management Americas Inc.
(“DeIM” or the “Adviser”), and any entity controlling, controlled by or under common control with DeIM (“Control
Affiliate”) that provides ongoing services to the Fund (“Affiliated Fund Service Provider”), for engagements directly
related to the Fund’s operations and financial reporting, during the Fund’s last two fiscal years.

Fiscal Year Ended December 31,

Audit-Related
Fees Billed to
Adviser and
Affiliated

Fund Service
Providers

Tax Fees
Billed to
Adviser

and
Affiliated

Fund
Service

Providers

All
Other Fees
Billed to
Adviser

and
Affiliated

Fund
Service

Providers
2012 $ 0 $56,300 $0
2011 $ 0 $0 $0

The “Tax Fees Billed to the Advisor” were billed for services associated with foreign tax filings.

Non-Audit Services

The following table shows the amount of fees that PWC billed during the Fund’s last two fiscal years for non-audit
services. The Audit Committee pre-approved all non-audit services that PWC provided to the Adviser and any
Affiliated Fund Service Provider that related directly to the Fund’s operations and financial reporting. The Audit
Committee requested and received information from PWC about any non-audit services that PWC rendered during the
Fund’s last fiscal year to the Adviser and any Affiliated Fund Service Provider.  The Committee considered this
information in evaluating PWC’s independence.

Fiscal Year Ended December 31,
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